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Mission Statement of
Apostles Evangelical Lutheran Church & Preschool
of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod

As God'’s disciples, we the men, women and children of
Apostles, are united in the preaching, teaching and sharing of
God’s Word in its truth and purity. By God’s grace, we will
nurture believers and joyfully spread the Word of God in our
community and throughout the world, all to His glory.
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THE SEARCH IS OVER!

CHRIST HAS APPEARED!
January 10, 2010

Happy Epiphany! The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek which
means “appearance.” We are thankful that Jesus is revealed to us as
the Christ who appeared to be our Savior. For the next couple of weeks
we will concentrate on the clear ways Jesus shows himself to be the
Christ!



ORDER OF WORSHIP
Service of the Word

OPENING HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
(Hymn 82 vs. 1-3)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth.
In countless ways | have sinned against you and do not de-
serve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Sav-
ior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE
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C: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless - ed are
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Bless - ed are they who take ref - wuge in  him.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 16:1-13

1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul,
since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil
and be on your way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I
have chosen one of his sons to be king."

2 But Samuel said, "How can | go? Saul will hear about it and Kill
me."

The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'l have come to
sacrifice to the LORD." 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will
show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one | indicate."

4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem,
the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked,
"Do you come in peace?"

5 Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice to the
LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me."
Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sac-
rifice.

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the
LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD."

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance
or his height, for | have rejected him. The LORD does not look at
the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel.
But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen this one either." 9




Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the
LORD chosen this one." 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these."
11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?"

"There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the
sheep."

Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives."
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine
appearance and handsome features.

Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one."

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came
upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Alleluia. You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well
pleased. Alleluia.

ALLELUIA RESPONSE

These words are writ - ten that we may be - lieve that
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SECOND LESSON Titus 3:4-7

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because
of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and re-
newal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by
his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

HYMN OF THE DAY The Only Son from Heaven
(Hymn 86 vs. 1-3)

THE SERMON ~ Luke 3:15-17,21,22 ~

NO MORE GUESSING
I. Jesus is revealed in baptism
I1. Jesus is revealed with authority

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their
hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 16 John answered them all,
"I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the
thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit de-
scended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: "You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased."




APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
Born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven.
And is seated at the right hand of God the Father al-
mighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian Church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
Guests and visitors, please do not feel that we expect an offer-
ing from you; but we thank you if you wish to assist us in our
efforts to carry out our ministry of the gospel.
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

EPIPHANY PRAYER Page 124
Using the page numbers found at the bottom of the pages in the front
part of the hymnal, please turn to page 124 for the responsive prayer.




LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

P: Brothers and sisters go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
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C: A-men. A - men. A - men,
HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise

(Hymn 82 vs. 4-5)





