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Mission Statement of 
Apostles Evangelical Lutheran Church & Preschool 

of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
 

As God’s disciples, we the men, women and children of Apos-
tles, are united in the preaching, teaching and sharing of 
God’s Word in its truth and purity.  By God’s grace, we will 
nurture believers and joyfully spread the Word of God in our 
community and throughout the world, all to His  glory. 

 
 
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Our God is Second to None 
January 17, 2010 

 

 

 

Prayer before Worship 

 

Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me in your 

gracious Word and assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wan-

dering thoughts, that with undivided attention I may hear your voice 

and sing your praise. Amen 

 

Jay Bickelhaupt, Pastor    
pastorjayb@gmail.com                                                                                                                                  
Jon Zimpelmann, Pastor 
pastorjonz@gmail.com 
 

Church phone: (406)656-7141 
Church fax: (406)656-7425 
Website: www.apostlesmt.net 
Denise Berge, secretary     
 

Apostles Evangelical Lutheran 
Church & Preschool 

3140 Broadwater Avenue ~ Billings, Montana 59102 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Service of Word and Sacrament 

 

OPENING HYMN                          To Your Temple I Draw Near 

                       (Hymn 226 vs. 1-4) 

   

  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the  

 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 

humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sin-

ful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 

and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what 

is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and 

in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 
 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning  sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore 

as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.   
 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your 

gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
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P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from 

your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults 

of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for 

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, 

O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your 

power and keep us in your tender care: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is wor-

thy of praise. 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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P: Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of 

the world. Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and sac-

raments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may 

be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSON                                                                          Exodus 7:14-24 
 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Pharaoh's heart is unyielding; 

he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning as 

he goes out to the water. Wait on the bank of the Nile to meet him, 

and take in your hand the staff that was changed into a snake. 16 

Then say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me 

to say to you: Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the 

desert. But until now you have not listened. 17 This is what the 

LORD says: By this you will know that I am the LORD: With the 

staff that is in my hand I will strike the water of the Nile, and it will 

be changed into blood. 18 The fish in the Nile will die, and the river 

will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink its water.'"  
 

19 The LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron, 'Take your staff and 

stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt — over the streams 

and canals, over the ponds and all the reservoirs' — and they will 

turn to blood. Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, even in the 

wooden buckets and stone jars."  
 

20 Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD had commanded. He 

raised his staff in the presence of Pharaoh and his officials and 

struck the water of the Nile, and all the water was changed into 

blood. 21 The fish in the Nile died, and the river smelled so bad that 

the Egyptians could not drink its water. Blood was everywhere in 

Egypt.  
 

22 But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret 

arts, and Pharaoh's heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses 
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and Aaron, just as the LORD had said. 23 Instead, he turned and 

went into his palace, and did not take even this to heart. 24 And all 

the Egyptians dug along the Nile to get drinking water, because 

they could not drink the water of the river.  

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

Alleluia. He said to me, "You are my servant in whom I will dis-

play my splendor." Alleluia.  

 

ALLELUIA RESPONSE 

 

GOSPEL                                                                    Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his 

whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that 

out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 

through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell 

in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, 

to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may 

be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  

(continued on next page) 
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20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 

to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus 

(Hymn 446) 

 

 

 

JESUS WILL TAKE CARE OF IT 

I. His Timing Is Perfect 

II. His Power Is Sufficient 

 

 

1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' 

mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to 

the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, 

"They have no more wine."  
 

4 "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has 

not yet come." 5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells 

you."  
 

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for cere-

monial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 7 Jesus 

said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the 

brim. 8 Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the mas-

ter of the banquet."  
 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had 

been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, 

though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 

bridegroom aside 10 and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine 

first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 

drink; but you have saved the best till now."  
 

11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in 

Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in 

him.  

 

 

THE SERMON  ~  John 2: 1-11 ~ 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH ~ Nicene Creed ~ 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth,  

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father,  

    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made,  

    of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

    was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

    and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

         Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven  

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead,  

    and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the Lord, the giver of life,  

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

    who in unity with the Father and Son is worshiped and  

      glorified,  

    who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

     and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

Guests and visitors, please do not feel that we expect an offering 

from you; but we thank you if you wish to assist us in our efforts to 

carry out our ministry of the gospel.  “Each man should give what 

he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under com-

pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus comes to us with his true body and 

blood for the forgiveness of sins.  God’s Word also tells us that 

when we come together at the Lord’s table, we are confessing the 

oneness of faith that exists between those who believe and confess 

the same truths of Scripture.  For this reason, if you had not had the 

opportunity to learn what this congregation teaches and to confess 

your agreement, we ask that you please speak with a pastor if you 

desire to commune in the future.   

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
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P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P:  Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he 

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  He made his Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

      Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 

of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on 

the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever. 

 

 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

      Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                      Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
(Hymn 452) 

Take My Life and Let It Be 

(Hymn 469) 
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THANK THE LORD 

 

P:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes 

which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his com-

ing again, and that all who have received in his true body and 

blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 

new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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CLOSING HYMN  

(The congregation is invited to sing the first 3 verses, the organist will 

play a 4th verse while the pastor speaks the blessing.  The congrega-

tion will sing the refrain after the blessing to close the service) 
 

 

 




